and here, in his stronghold at the foot of the
Glimmerglass, Cooper kept open house for his
friends.

During the summer months he took a lively
interest in his garden. From his daughter we
learn: " It was his delight to watch the growth
of different plants day by day. His hot-beds
were of the earliest, and he was the first to grow
egg-plant, Brussels sprouts, and other unusual
vegetables and fruits." The first and choicest of
fruit or vegetable was gathered by himself as a
little offering to Mrs. Cooper, and placed by him
at her plate at table. And he took great pleasure
in carrying with his own hands baskets of choice
fruit and vegetables to different friends and
neighbors. Many were these that the author
and his old shipmate Ned Myers carried about
the village to different homes. Many also were
the talks that Cooper and his friend and con-
stant companion, Judge Nelson, of the Supreme
Court, had on garden affairs, as well as on legal
and political questions of the day; many were
their visits to the hot-beds and melon hills.
" Ah, those muskmelons! Carefully were they
watched." This penman was frankly proud of
his melons, their early growth and flavor. But
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